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JANUARY 31, 1925.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. WADSWORTH, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted
the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 38241

The Committee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the bill
(S. 3824) to provide for the appointment of a leader of the Army
band, having considered the same, report thereon favorably with the
recommendation that it do pass without amendment.

This bill is recommended by the War Department, and the state-
ment of the Secretary of War is appended hereto and made a part
of this report, as follows:

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, December 30, 1924.

Hon. JAMES W. WADSWORTH, Jr.
Chairman Committee on Military Affairs

United Sates Senate.
MY DEAR SENATOR WADSWORTH: I desire to submit for the favorable con-

sideration of your committee the draft of a bill which proposes, in the interest
of efficiency of the Military Establishment and in justice to a member thereof,
to change the status of the leader of the Army band.
The character of service of the Army band in this, our Nation's capital, is

well known to you. That such an organization would have a valuable part to
play in other than peaceful times is evidenced by the services of its forerunner,
the band at General Headquarters, during the World War.
The Marine Band and the Navy band share honors with, and perform service

similar to, the Army band. There is no great difference in size or importance
between any two of these bands.
The leader of the Marine Band under the law (39 Stat. 609), receives the pay

and allowances of a captain in the Marine Corps.
II. R. 2688, Sixty-eighth Congress

' 
first" session, favorably reported by the

House Committee on Naval Affairs in Report No. 31, proposes that hereafter the
leader of the United States Navy Band shall receive the pay and allowances of a
lieutenant in the Navy.

Existing laws allow for the Army band a warrant officer band leader, who
serves without any additional pay or compensation.
The acting the Inspector General in forwarding his report of inspection of the

Army band on February 15, 1924, especially noted its high state of efficiency and
recommended that favorable consideration be given the matter of more fully
compensating the band leader.
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In view of the above, legislation as follows providing further recognition for
the warrant officer band leader of the Army band, without increasing the number
of officers or warrant officers now authorized by law, is requested:

A BILL To provide for the appointment of a leader of the Army band

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized
to appoint a warrant officer of the Regular Army leader of the Army band, who,
while holding such appointment, shall receive, in lieu of any and all pay and
allowances as warrant officer, the base pay and the allowances of a captain of
the Regular Army in the third-pay period and shall be entitled to longevity pay
provided for an officer for each three years of service under such appointment
plus any previous active commissioned service under a Federal appointment
which the appointee may have had, but shall not be entitled to pass to a higher
pay period. The leader of the Army band may be relieved from his appointment
as such and returned to his former status at the discretion of the Secretary of
War. Upon retirement he shall be retired as a warrant officer and shall receive
the retired pay to which he would have been entitled had he not been appointed
and received the pay and allowances of leader of the Army band: Provided,
That no back pay or allowances shall be allowed to the leader of the Army
band by reason of the passage of this act: And provided further, That nothing
contained in this act shall operate to increase the authorized number of com-
missioned officers or warrant officers of the Regular Army, nor to decrease the
number of warrant officers authorized by law."

This proposed legislation has been submitted to the Director of the Bureau
of the Budget, as required by Circular No. 49 of that bureau, who advises that it
is not in conflict with the financial program of the President.
I have designated Capt. M. B. Halsey, Infantry, to represent the department

in case your committee should desire to have a hearing on this proposed legislation.
Sincerely yours,

JOHN W. WEEKS, Secretary of War.
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